IMPROVE THE
RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARD
(RES) TO 40% BY 2030
Improving our current Renewable Energy Standard
(RES) to 40 percent by 2030 has the potential to
grow our economy by creating and sustaining good
jobs, while bringing investment to our communities,
especially in Greater Minnesota. Increasing the RES
is part of a responsible Clean Energy Plan for our
state.
This plan—which builds on existing law—will help
Minnesota transition to clean, renewable energy,
while creating and keeping good jobs and investment
in communities across Minnesota and saving money
for families and businesses in the long-run.
•

•

•
•

The current RES has been a huge success and
has created clean energy jobs in our state. Employment in clean energy sectors reached
15,300 in 2014.
Clean energy employment in Minnesota surged
78 percent between January 2000 and the first
quarter of 2014, growing steadily through the
recession.
Meanwhile, the state’s total employment grew 11
percent over the last 15 years.1
Renewable energy is cost effective and is only becoming more so each year. According to Lazard,
wind power cost has dropped 58 percent in the
past 5 years and is the cheapest form of energy besides energy efficiency and solar PV has
dropped 78 percent in the past 5 years.2

Source: Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development.

Clean, renewable energy also benefits public health.
Increasing the RES to 40 percent will help us have
healthier air that will reduce asthma and lung
disease and ultimately save lives.
Right now, we get 15 percent of our energy from
renewables, but we’re only using 1 percent of our
wind potential. Improving the RES to 40 percent by
2030 will help save money in the long-run, create
family-sustaining jobs here in our state—especially in
Greater Minnesota—and is the right thing to do for our
future.

We can improve the RES and keep our state’s
energy integrity.
•

The Minnesota Renewable Energy Integration
and Transmission Study found, “the addition of
wind and solar (variable renewable) generation to
supply 40 percent of Minnesota’s annual electric
retail sales can be reliably accommodated by the
electric power system.”3
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The Minnesota Clean Energy & Jobs Campaign is labor, faith, community, environmental and elected leaders who have
joined together to support a responsible Minnesota Clean Energy Plan. Find out more at www.cleanenergyjobs.mn.
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WIND IN MN

SOLAR IN MN

Since 2004, the RES and other smart policies
have built the Minnesota wind industry to
where it is today. Some of the milestones and
benefits include:
•
•
•

•

There are currently more than 113 solar companies at work throughout the value chain in
Minnesota.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Growing from 1.6 percent of our state’s energy to 15.7 percent;
The nearly 2,000 wind turbines in the state
generate enough energy to power 744,000
average MN homes; 4
The RES has resulted in nearly $9.4 million
in wind energy production tax revenue
that is paid directly to counties, primarily in
Greater Minnesota;5 and
Land-use agreements have also generated
millions of dollars of revenue for Minnesota
farmers.

Endnotes:

21 manufacturers
10 manufacturing facilities
47 contractor/installers
8 project developers
7 distributors
30 engaged in other solar activities including
financing, engineering and legal support.

Between September 2012 and early 2014,
employment in the state’s solar industry grew
73 percent.6 In 2013, $27 million was invested
in Minnesota to install solar for home, business
and utility use.7
Finally, Minnesota’s solar potential exceeds that
of well-established solar markets like Germany,
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
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